Should an academic radiation oncologist be allowed to "opt out" of medicare?
Federal law permits physicians to "opt out" of Medicare. When a radiation oncologist chooses this option, he or she may neither bill nor collect from Medicare, but may legally attempt to charge and collect what he or she considers the value of services provided to Medicare-eligible patients. Many academic faculty practice plans permit members to opt out. Even if it is permissible for a radiation oncologist to opt out of Medicare, is it appropriate? The question raises significant ethical and economic issues as one attempts to balance the good of the individual faculty member against the good of the clinical faculty as a whole. In this commentary, the authors offer the principal arguments in favor of and against permitting a faculty radiation oncologist to opt out. They conclude by recommending broad faculty oversight over such decisions.